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CRIM304, Trimester 2 2014 


Provide a short answer of between half a page and a page for eight (8) of the following questions: 


9. 


Discuss the historical emergence of identification techniques and why new individualising 
techniques are constantly emerging. 


Why is the Pitchfork case so important to the success of DNA profiling in criminal cases? 


In what ways has the construction of identity enabled governments and law enforcement 
agencies to know more about citizens? 


In what ways does the legislation (NSW or UK) restrict the police from collecting forensic 
samples (from a person or from a place)? 


Why is it important for forensic evidence to have a direct chain of evidence from the time it is 
collected at a crime scene to when it is tested at the laboratory? 


What are some of the issues that judges need to be aware of when determining whether 
forensic evidence should be held admissible in court? 


Forensic evidence is often presented as a “scientific hero” that is capable of solving crimes and 
preventing miscarriages of justice. How accurate is this portrayal? 


In what ways can the use of improper forensic science (absence of scientific standards, 
improper forensic testimony and forensic misconduct) contribute to miscarriages of justice? 


Outline the benefits and problems with DNA databases. 


10. What is DNA request surveillance and what role can it play in an investigation? 
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